
 

 

Kindergarten 
Language Arts 

  AKS = Academic Knowledge and Skills: the curriculum your child will learn this year in school. 

AKS/Objective: Compare and contrast the adventures and experiences of main characters in 

stories, with prompting and support. 

This means… 

I can discuss what is similar and different about 

what happened to the main character of two 

texts.  

 

This looks like… 

The student can think aloud to answer the following 

questions - “What am I already learning about this 

character’s experience that is similar to this other 

character’s experience?  What’s different?”   

 

Activity Title: Corduroy LEVEL: Proficient 

Materials needed: 

• Two familiar fiction texts with characters that have similar experiences  

(For example - Corduroy by Don Freeman and Corduroy Writes a Letter by Alison Inches) 

• Anchor Chart - prepared ahead of time  

  (*Similar=Same) 

    

Sticky Notes - Post it Notes (two different colors) 
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Directions:  

1. Say: “Today we are going to talk about how characters are the same and different. We can do 

this while we are reading.” 

2. Show two familiar books with characters having the same experiences. 

3. Say: “Let’s think back to what happens in our stories, Corduroy by Don Freeman and Corduroy 

Writes a Letter by Alison Inches.” 

4. Do and say: “First, let’s put the books side by side! Just like the anchor chart shows!”   

 

5. Say: “Next, open Corduroy Writes a Letter. Remember we can begin to notice similarities and 

differences right from the start.”   

6. Have your child turn a couple of pages (stop at page 6). 

7. Ask: “What are you already learning about this character’s experience (Corduroy Writes a 

Letter) that is similar to Corduroy character’s experience?  Since the character is the same, you 

could ask, “How is Corduroy similar in Corduroy Writes a Letter to his experiences in Corduroy?” 

8. Have your child dictate similarities to write on the sticky notes on one color. See examples 

below.   

 

9. Ask: “What are you already learning about this character’s experience that is different from this 

character’s experience?”  or “How is Corduroy’s experience different in our two texts?” 
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10. Have your child dictate differences to write on the other colored sticky notes.  

See examples below.   

 

11. Say: “As a reader, did you see how right from the start of Corduroy Writes a Letter, you were 

able to stop and ask questions about the similarities and differences in the character’s 

experience? 

If the activity is too hard, try this:  

• Choose two familiar books. 

• Place books side by side. 

• Ask questions using these prompts: 

❖ What is the same about the characters in the two stories?  What is different?  

❖ How did the characters solve the problem in the two stories? 

❖ Did they solve the problem in the same way? 

❖ What happens to the main character? 

• Have your child talk about the similarities and the differences with the character. 
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If the activity is too easy, try this:  

• Choose two books your child can read independently with characters having the same 

experiences. 

• Display the anchor chart above. 

• Provide the prompting questions -  

❖ What is the same about the characters in the two stories?  What is different?  

❖ How did the characters solve the problem in the two stories? 

❖ Did they solve the problem in the same way? 

❖ What happens to the main character? 

• Have your child use the sticky notes to write 2 similarities and 2 differences (using one color 

for similarities and one color for differences). 

• Say: “Remember as a reader, you can stop and ask questions about the similarities and 

differences in the character’s experiences.” 

If the activity is just right, try this:  

• Choose two books and repeat the activity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


